
Kristine Miyeko Minami has been 

involved in the Japanese American community for 
as long as she can remember.  

 As a child, she participated in local events 
organized by the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) and, in college, wrote her senior 
thesis on the effects of the internment on the 
Japanese American family structure.  

 After college, Kristine continued to explore her interest in her identity and 
family history by moving to Japan to work as an Assistant Language Teacher in 
the Japan Exchange Teaching (JET) Program(me).  After returning from Japan, 
Kristine worked for the Asia Foundation, the Japan Society and the JACL as its 
Director for Public Affairs. During her tenure at the JACL, Kristine directed the 
Washington, DC office and was responsible for advocacy and outreach efforts, 
coalition-building and leadership training.  Kristine has also served on the JACL 
national board as governor for the Eastern District Council and as a supervisor for 
the JACL’s Kakehashi program. 

 Currently, Kristine is a civil rights attorney working for the federal 
government.  

 Kristine received her JD with honors from the Georgetown University Law 
Center; earned an MA from the Elliott School of International Affairs, George 
Washington University; and received her undergraduate degree from Rutgers 
College, Rutgers University.  She is a native of Washington, DC and lives in 
Maryland with her husband and son. 




